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Ken Nicol, Ohio, USA, SG August 2007 

Fenton Art Glass, Williamstown, West Virginia, nach 100 Jahren geschlossen 

Nicol: Fenton Art Glass which has been in operation for 
over 100 years in Williamsport, West Virginia is offi-
cially closing for good. They were the only „old“ sur-
viving glass works we still had in the US. The press re-
lease is below. 

Fenton Art Glass Plans for Closure 

August 9, 2007 

(Williamstown, West Virginia). The Fenton Art Glass 
Company announced today that it would cease its op-
erations over the next few months. 

„This decision was difficult,“ company President 
George W. Fenton said. „Since the announcement in Ju-
ne regarding our efforts toward financial restructuring, 
we took many steps in our efforts to continue the com-
pany's operations and the tradition of glassmaking. Ul-
timately, those efforts were not successful.“ 

„After discussions with our largest creditor, we agreed 
on an orderly plan to wind down our business.“ Fenton 
said. „We want to pay off as much of our debt as possi-
ble before we cease operations altogether, and this plan 
allows us to do that. We met with our employees today, 
and we expect to continue some level of glass produc-
tion and glass decorating to fill orders for our prod-
ucts. About 22 employees will be let go immediately, 

and there will be others in the coming weeks as we 
move toward closure.“ 

„We want to thank those in the local community for 
their support,“ Fenton said, „and we want to thank our 
larger customer community across the nation. Most of 
all, we want to thank all of the current and past employ-
ees of Fenton Art Glass who have been part of the Fen-
ton tradition of glassmaking.“ 

The Fenton Gift Shop will remain open, and its man-
agement will be exploring ways to continue to offer 
visitors and tourists the glassmaking experience. 

Founded in 1905, Fenton Art Glass is known world-
wide for its handmade colored art glass. Fenton Art 
Glass currently employs about 150 people. 

http://www.fentonartglass.com/ 
August 19, 2007 

To Our Valued Collectors and Customers, 

We have announced some very difficult news but the 
Fenton Website will remain open for business just 
like our Gift Shop in Williamstown, West Virginia. 
We appreciate your business and hope you will visit the 
website or the Gift Shop in the near future to buy that 
special gift or collectible. 

Thanks for all your support! 


